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Claire Bostock  
Consultant Solicitor 

 

  

 
c.bostock@birds.eu.com 

 

 
+44 (0)20 8874 7433 

 
 

Practice & Background 

 

Claire is a solicitor (admitted to the Roll in 2002) and former barrister (called to the 

English Bar in 1999).  

 

Claire has practised exclusively in criminal defence  since qualifying as a lawyer and 

is a criminal appeal specialist.   She acts for individuals who seek expert advice on the 

merits of an appeal against conviction and/or sentence to the Court of Appeal, Criminal 

Division. She also advises on the merits of applications to the Criminal Cases Review 

Commission (CCRC).  She undertakes both publicly funded and privately funded work.  

 

Claire  is a leading defence practitioner in serious criminal appellate cases involving:  

 

• the European Convention on Human Rights;  

• fresh evidence (medical, psychiatric/psychological, forensic and other forms 

of post trial expert evidence);  

• partial defences to murder (diminished responsibility, provocation/loss of 

control);  

• insanity; 

• automatism;  

• identification;  
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• self defence;  

• the doctrine of joint enterprise;  

• voluntary and involuntary intoxication and other interrelated defences; 

• complaints about effective representation;  

• abuse of process.  

 

Claire is experienced in dealing with appeal cases where there is a mental health 

component. She acts for children and in other cases where individuals are particularly 

vulnerable. 

 

Claire  has been  ranked in Chambers and Partners (UK Edition) and noted as being:  

 

“a highly regarded criminal lawyer” (2015 Edition); 

 

“one of the top appellate specialists in the country” and “brilliant at case preparation” 

(2014 Edition) 

 

Claire is an expert contributor to Westlaw Insight UK and has published a number of 

articles covering a range of criminal law topics.  

 

Claire recently returned from South East Asia where she  lived for 2 ½ years. During 

this period she did not practice as a solicitor and worked as a volunteer  for several 

non governmental  agencies.  In 2015, she helped conduct an extensive legal research 

project for AWARE, a leading gender equality advocacy group, reviewing the domestic 

legislation in Singapore protecting women from violence. (See: Women, Business and 

the  Law – Getting to Equal 2016, a World Bank Group publication). In 2016, she 

assisted the Singapore Committee for UN Women  on a variety of projects promoting 

non-gender discrimination.  From 2016 until mid 2017, Claire also worked as a 

volunteer for  the Migrant Workers Centre and at Transient Workers Count Two.  
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Professional Memberships 

 

Law Society 

Criminal Appeal Lawyers Association 

Howard League for Penal Reform 

 

Education and Languages 

 

Claire has a LLB from the University of Westminster, London. She has a  Diploma in 

Law from the  University of Paris X, Nanterre. She undertook the Bar Vocational 

Course (Diploma in Law) at the Inns of Courts School of Law, London.  She sat the 

Qualified Lawyers Transfer Test at the BPP School of Law, London. She is a former 

nurse.  

 

She is conversational in French and has a basic understanding of Mandarin.  

 

 


